WHAT IS CLAIMED IS 

^^ communication apparatus for forming and 
outputtiW image data on the basis of data received via 
a network, \omprising: 
5 receivin>q means for receiving data composed of a 

predetermined chasracter code; 

extracting me^is for analyzing the data received 
by said receiving mean^and extracting binary data 
encoded by the character \^ode; and 
10 converting means for Converting the binary data 

extracted by said extracting mfeans into image data. 

2. \ The apparatus according to claim 1, further 
comprisTs;ig : 

f irs^determining means for determining whether 
15 the binary dafcs^ is convertible into image data; and 
control me^s^J^r transmitting, if said first 
determining means J d^^rmines that the binary data is 
inconvertible, the bina*^^ data to an external apparatus 
and requesting said extern^ apparatus to convert the 
20 binary data into a format corN^rtible by said 
communication apparatus . 

3. The appa^tus according to claim 2, wherein if 
said extracting means extracts a plurality of types of 
binary data, said con\rol means selects only binary data 

25 found to be inconvertibrs by said first determining 
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meafss and requests said external apparatus to convert 
the selected binary data. 

4. T\e apparatus according to claim 2, wherein said 
control m^ans requests said external apparatus to 

5 convert inro binary data encoded by ITU-T recommendation 
T.4 or imageNsxdata encoded by a predetermined encoding 
^ method such as\jPEG etc. 

5. The apparatus according to claim 2, wherein said 
first determining Vneans determines on the basis of 

10 information pertainYng to the binary data, which is 

extracted from a cha^cter data portion other than the 
binary data in receive® character data. 

6. The apparatus according to claim 5, wherein said 
first determining means c^termines on the basis of 

15 information pertaining to Mie binary data, which is 

extracted from header information of received MIME data. 

7. The apparatus accordingXto claim 1, further 
comprising: \ 

second determining means Dor determining, during a 
20 receiving session by said receiviirg means, whether the 
binary data is convertible into imaVe data; and 

first informing means for informing a source of 
the received data of the determination result from said 
second determining means during the reoeiving session. 
25 8. The apparatus according to claim 'A wherein 
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sadd receiving means receives data by an Electric 
mail protocol; and 

saidXfirst informing means informs by using a 
response sig^^al in the Electric mail protocol. 

9. The apparatus according to claim 7, further 
comprising : 

second in:^rming means for transmitting, if said 
second determining means determines that the data is 
inconvertible, a m\fssage concerning the information 
10 transmitted by saidXfirst informing means in another 
session after the reaeiving session is completed. 

10. The apparatus according to claim 9, further 
comprising : 

determining means \or determining a language type 
15 of said source of the received binary data, which is 

extracted from a character \lata portion other than the 
binary data, 

wherein said second informing means transmits a 
message corresponding to the l^guage type determined by 
20 said determining means. 

11. The apparatus according to \;laim 7, further 
comprising: 

third determining means for d^ermining, during 
the receiving session by said receiving means, whether 
25 the binary data encoded by the charact^ code can be 
decoded. 
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wh\erein said first informing means informs said 
source of Vzhe received data of the determination result 
from said l^ird determining means during the receiving 
session . 

5 12. The appajratus according to claim 11, wherein 

said rec^ving means receives data by an Electric 
mail protocol, and 

said first informing means informs by using a 
response signal in\the Electric mail protocol. 
10 13. The apparatus\according to claim 11, further 
comprising : 

third informing Y^^^s for transmitting, if said 
third determining means\ determines that the data is 
inconvertible, a message\concerning the information 
15 transmitted by said first Y^^orming means in another 
session after the receivingX session is completed. 
14. The apparatus according to claim 13, further 
comprising : 

second determining means ^or determining a 
20 language type of said source of \he received binary data, 
which is extracted from a charact^ data portion other 
than the binary data, 

wherein said third informing mJeans transmits a 
message corresponding to the language \type determined by 
25 said second determining means. 
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15^. ^ method of forming and outputting image data on 
the basis\of data received via a network, comprising the 
steps of : 

receivin'bi^ data composed of a predetermined 
5 character code; 

analyzing the^received data and extracting binary 
data encoded by the character code; 

converting the extr^ted binary data into image 
data; and 

10 outputting the converted N^age data. 

16. \The method according to claim 15, further 
comprisil^ the steps of: 

determining whether the binary data is convertible 
into image dat\ arp outputting a first determination 
15 result; and 

transmittimq, i^f the first determination result 
indicates that the bina'W data is inconvertible, the 
binary data to an externalNapparatus and requesting said 
external apparatus to convert\the binary data into a 
20 format convertible by an appara1^us comprising the method. 

17. The m^^od according to claim 16, wherein if a 
plurality of typebs^f binary data are extracted, only 
binary data found to nia inconvertible by the first 
determination result is selected, and said external 

25 apparatus is requested to con^rt the selected binary 
data. 
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18. \ The method according to claim 15, wherein said 
external apparatus is requested to convert into binary 
data encoded by ITU-T recommendation T.4 or image data 
encodedVby a predetermined encoding method such as JPEG 

5 etc. \ 

19. TheXmethod according to claim 15, wherein the 
.determination for outputting the first determination 
result is performed on the basis of information 

^„ pertaining ta the binary data, which is extracted from a 

10 character data portion other than the binary data in 
received character data, 
ry 20. The methoA according to claim 18, wherein the 

determination for\ outputting the first determination 
M result is performed on the basis of information 

15 pertaining to the bmiary data, which is extracted from 
header information oA received MIME data. 
21. The method according to claim 15, further 
comprising the steps of\ 

determining, durin® a receiving session by 
20 receiving means, whether nhe binary data is convertible 
into image data, and outpuCT:ing a second determination 
result; and \ 

informing a source of tne received data of the 
second determination result dusing the receiving session. 
25 22. The method according to claim 21, wherein 
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s^d receiving means receives data by an Electric 
mail protocol; and 

the \econd determination result is transmitted by 
using a response signal in the Electric mail protocol. 

23. The me-D^od according to claim 21 further 
comprising the\ step of: 

transmitting, if the second determination result . 
indicates that t\ie data is inconvertible, a message 
concerning the second determination result in another 
10 session after the Receiving session is completed. 

24. The method according to claim 23, further 
comprising the step ®f: 

determining a language type of said source of the 
received binary data, yhich is extracted from a 
15 character data portion pother than the binary data, 

wherein a message \corresponding to the determined 
language type is transmitted in another session. 

25. The method according^ to claim 21, further 
comprising the step of: 

20 determining, during tAe receiving session by said 

receiving means, whether the ^binary data encoded by the 
character code can be decoded,\ and outputting a third 
determination result, 

wherein said source of the\ received data is 

25 informed of the third determinati\)n result during the 
receiving session , 
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26. Xrhe method according to claim 25, wherein 
lid receiving means receives data by an Electric 

mail protocol, and 

saiffl first informing means informs by using a 
5 response s^nal in the Electric mail protocol. 

27. The method according to claim 25, further 
comprising the step of: 

transmitting, if the third determination result 
indicates that \he data is inconvertible, a message 
10 concerning the tlMrd determination result in another 
session after the Veceiving session is completed. 

28. The method aacording to claim 21, further 
comprising the step ® f : 

determining a la^nguage type of said source of the 
15 received binary data, vJ^ich is extracted from a 

character data portion dj:her than the binary data, 

wherein a message (Corresponding to the determined 
language type is transmitted in another session. 
2^. A storage medium stor\ng a computer program to be 
20 executed by a computer of a communication apparatus for 
forming and outputting image dc^ta on the basis of data 
received via a network, said com'^uter program comprising 
the steps of: 

a process of receiving data c^^mposed of a 
25 predetermined character code; 
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a prO«:^ss of analyzing the received data and 
extracting binaryMata encoded by the character code; 

a process of convfe^ing the extracted binary data 
into image data; and 

a process of outputting the ^tx^verted image data. 

30. V The medium according to claim 29, further 
comprisiVio the step of: 

a proems of determining whether the binary data 
is convertible rKi^o image data and outputting a first 
10 determination resul^^v/ aind 

transmitting, j/Lf ylsh^e first determination result 
indicates that the binary oi^ta is inconvertible, the 
binary data to an external app^atus and requesting said 
external apparatus to convert theN^inary data into a 
15 format convertible by an apparatus cdsmrising the medium, 

31. \The medium according to claim 29, wherein if a 
pluralitV of types of binary data are extracted, only 
binary datX found to be inconvertible by the first 
determination\result is selected, and said external 

20 apparatus is re(^ested to convert the selected binary 
data . 

32. The medium acco\ding to claim 30, wherein said 
external apparatus is rdguested to convert into binary 
data encoded by ITU-T recd^endation T.4 or image data 

25 encoded by a predetermined eXcoding method such as JPEG 
etc . 
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33. \ The medium according to claim 30, wherein the 
determ\nation for outputting the first determination 
result ^ performed on the basis of information 
pertaining to the binary data, which is extracted from a 

5 character oata portion other than the binary data in 
received ch^acter data. 

34. The medium according to claim 30, wherein; the 
determination fior outputting the first determination 
result is perfomied on the basis of information 

10 pertaining to theXbinary data, which is extracted from 
header information V^f received MIME data. 

35. The medium according to claim 30, further 
comprising the steps Cftf : 

a process of detOTmining, during a receiving 
15 session by receiving mearis, whether the binary data is 
convertible into image daua, and outputting a second 
determination result; and \ 

a process of informingXa source of the received 
data of the second determinatiSon result during the 
20 receiving session. \ 

36. The medium according to clkim 35, wherein 

said receiving means receivete data by an Electric 
mail protocol; and \ 

the second determination result is transmitted by 
25 using a response signal in the Electrize mail protocol. 
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37. \The medium according to claim 35, further 
comprising the step of: 

a i^rocess of transmitting, if the second 
determinatyon result indicates that the data is 
inconvertible, a message concerning the second 
determination result in another session after the 
receiving ses^on is completed. 

38. The mediimi according to claim 37, further 
comprising the s\ep of: 

10 a process oft determining a language type of said 

source of the receiyed binary data, which is extracted 
from a character date portion other than the binary data, 

wherein a message corresponding to the determined 
language type is transpiitted in another session. 
15 39. The medium according to claim 35, further 
comprising the steps of :> 

a process of deterri^ning, during the receiving 
session by said receiving means, whether the binary data 
encoded by the character co^e can be decoded, and 
20 outputting a third determination result; and 

a process of informing Ssaid source of the received 
data of the third determinatioi\ result during the 
receiving session . 

40. The medium according to cla^^m 39, wherein 
25 said receiving means receive^ data by an Electric 

mail protocol, and 
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iid first informing means informs by using a 
responseXsignal in the Electric mail protocol. 
41. TheVnedium according to claim 39, further 
comprising Vhe step of: 
5 a process of transmitting, if the third 

determination Vresult indicates that the data is 
inconvertible, V message concerning the third 
determination result in another session after the 
receiving session\is completed. 
10 42. The medium according to claim 41, further 
comprising the step 

a process of deiiermining a language type of said 
source of the received loinary data, which is extracted 
from a character data poj^tion other than the binary data, 
15 wherein a message corresponding to the determined 

language type is transmitted in another session. 
4^ A communication apparatus comprising: 

receiving means for receiving electronic mail; 
extracting means for analyzing the electronic mail 
20 received by said receiving meanA and extracting binary 
data attached to the electronic nmil; 

converting means for converting the binary data 
extracted by said extracting means into image data; and 
output means for outputting th\ image data 
25 converted by said converting means. 
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44. "Srhe apparatus according to claim 43, wherein if 
said converting means detects that the binary data is 
inconvertibPe into image data, the binary data is 
transmitted to\an external apparatus, and said external 
apparatus is requested to convert the binary data into a 
format convertible Noy said converting means. 

45. The apparatus according to claim 43, wherein if 
during a receiving session of the electronic mail said 
converting means detects "^^at the binary data is 

10 inconvertible into image dal?^, a source of the 

electronic mail is informed or\^conversion error during 
the receiving session. 

46. Th^apparatus according to claim 43, wherein if 
said converti^ means detects that the binary data is 

15 inconvertible irrts^ p_rq^e data, said source of the 
electronic mail is /i>Kfbrmed of conversion error by 
electronic mail after sai^ receiving means completes the 
receiving session , 

47. Tn^ apparatus according to claim 46, wherein a 
20 language ty^^ of said source is determined from header 

information of^t;he electronic mail received by said 
receiving means, ar\^ electronic mail indicating the 
conversion error is g^?;^erated by a message corresponding 
to the determined language type . 
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^ethod of forming and outputting image data on 
the basis received electronic mail, comprising the 
steps of: 

receiving "^ectoronic mail; 

analyzing thes|received electronic mail and 
extracting binary dijta N^ttached to the electronic mail; 

converting the extr^^ted binary data into image 
data; and 

outputting the converted ifhege data, 

49. Nrhe method according to claim 48, wherein if the 
binary dasta is found to be inconvertible into image data, 
the binary oata is transmitted to an external apparatus, 
and said external apparatus is requested to convert the 
binary data into a\format convertible by an apparatus 
comprising the methoc 

50. The method accordiNag to claim 48, wherein if 
during a receiving session \Df the electronic mail the 
binary data is found to be incs^nvertible into image data, 
a source of the electronic mail\s informed of 
conversion error during the receiving session. 

51. The methoas^according to claim 48, wherein if the 
binary data is fourM to inconvertible into image data, 
said source of the ele^sttpepTic mail is informed of 
conversion error by elefc-bs|^onic mail after said receiving 
means completes the receivilVQ session. 
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52. \The method according to claim 51, wherein a 
languageStype of said source is determined from header 
inf ormationSof the received electronic mail, and 
electronic marSL indicating the conversion error is 
generated by a message corresponding to the determined 
language type. 

method of forming and outputting image data on 
the basi\ of received electronic mail, comprising: 
receiving electronic mail; 

analyzing the received electronic mail and 
extracting binary data attached to the electronic mail; 

converting the extracted binary data into image 
data; and 

outputting tft^ converted image data. 
54. The method accd^/f\ng to claim 53, wherein if the 
binary data is found ft^^^e inconvertible into image data. 



litted to an external apparatus, 
^s is requested to convert the 
ertible by an apparatus 



25 



the binary data is t; 
and said external apj 
binary data into a format c> 
comprising the method. 

55. The method according to ^laim 53, wherein if 
during a receiving session of th^ electronic mail the 
binary data is found to be inconvertible into image data, 
a source of the electronic mail is informed of 
conversion error during the receiving^ session . 
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56. \, The method according to claim 53, wherein if the 
binary chata is found to be inconvertible into image data, 
said sourcev of the electronic mail is informed of 
conversion err^or by electronic mail after said receiving 



means completes 
57 . The method a 



ceivmg session, 
mg to claim 56, wherein a 
language type of saLd ^urce is determined from header 
information of the receive^ electronic mail, and 
electronic mail indicating tl1>^ conversion error is 
generated by a message corresponding to the determined 
language type. 

5^. ^ communication apparatus comprising: 

(a) ^\nput means for inputting data; 

(b) f irs^determining means for determining 
whether the input ^s^ata is non-image data or image data; 

(c) second dete^ining means for determining 
whether the non-image da^ is convertible into image 
data; and 

(d) processing means f or '"''j^rf orming a converting 
process if the non-image data is cb^nvertible . 
59. T?^ apparatus according to claim 58, further 
comprising ; 

(e) means s^^jading a conversion request to 
another apparatus /i£\tfhe determination result from said 
second determining means>s. indicates that the non-image 
data is inconvertible. 
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60. \ The apparatus according to claim 58, wherein the 
non-±ity^ge data is data composed of a character code. 

61. TVe apparatus according to claim 60, wherein the 
characteA code data contains binary data converted into 
a character code. 

62. The apparatus according to claim 58, wherein said 
data convert :mg means comprises bit map data forming 
means for converting a character code into bit map data. 

63. The apparatus according to claim 61, wherein said 
data analyzing means comprises character data analyzing 
means for discriminating between the binary data portion 
and other portion. 



64 . The apparatus 
data converting meanls 



:ding 



25 



to claim 61, wherein said 
rises at least one of decoding 
means for decoding N^ie binary data portion into original 
binary data and data rasVerizing means for forming image 
data by rasterizing the decoded binary data. 

65. The apparatus accordimg to claim 58, wherein the 
electronic data is received Vn accordance with TCP/IP or 
SMTP. 

66. The apparatus according Vo claim 61, further 
comprising language determining Veans for determining a 
language type of the character code. 

67. The apparatus according to oiLaim 65, wherein the 
electronic data is described in MIME format. 
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s according to claim 67, further 
analyzing means for detecting a 
address of a source from the 



68. The ^ 
comprising 
language type ar 
electronic mail. 

69. ^Qie apparatus according to claim 68, wherein said 
content ana^^vzing means divides, by using MIME header 
information, reb^ived electronic information composed of 
a character code in?^ a character code portion and a 
binary data portion con^^^ted into the character code. 

70. \The apparatus according to claim 68, further 
compris\pg error report forming means for transmitting, 
if error be reported to said source occurs during the 
course of oi^tputting the image data, an error report 
describing a oontent of the error by a character code 
corresponding tcXthe detected language type to the 



source address det\ 
71, The apparatus 



by said content analyzing means, 
ing to claim 68, wherein said 



bcord 



content analyzing mfean\ detects the language type and 
the address from arr MIME\header. 

72. The apparatus accord\ng to claim 58, wherein the 
data contains image data enc\ded in accordance with a 
facsimile transmission standarc 
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